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CLAIMS 

1 . A metliod for managing sender address information in a chain forwarded 
electronic mai 1 message in an electronic messaging system, said sender address 
information having a plurality of previous sender addresses, said electronic mail 
message having a header section and a body section, said header section containing 
fields indicating the sender address of a most recent sender of an electronic mail 
message, said body section containing a forwarded message and fields indicating 
chain sender addresses of senders prior to said most recent sender of an electronic 
mail message, said electronic messaging system having a user display and a user 
interface for leceiving commands and input from a user, said method comprising the 
steps of: 

searcl ing said body section of said electronic mail message for said chain 
sender addrej ses of senders prior to said most recent sender; and 

provi ling a first user control on said electronic messaging system user 
interface for displaying one or more of said chain sender addresses; and 

displ lying one or more chain sender addresses on said user display responsive 
to operation of said first user control by a user such that a user may view one or more 
chain sende • addresses. 

2. The method as set forth in Claim 1 wherein said step of searching the body 
section of a i electronic mail message further comprises searching a Simple Mail 
Transfer Pr >tocol message. 
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3. The method as set/forth in Claim 1 wherein said step of searching the body 
section of an electronic mail message further comprises searching an inline quoted 
forwarded message conmined within said body section, 

4. The method as set forth in Claim 1 wherein said step of searching the body 
section of an electronic Imail message further comprises searching an attached 
forwarded electronic njail message. 

5. The method as /set forth in Claim 1 wherein said step of searching the body 
section of an electronic mail message further comprises searching the header section 



of an electronic mail 



nessage for a Sender-chain field containing addresses 



corresponding to chai n senders. 



6. 



The method ; 



s set forth in Claim 1 further comprising the step of providing a 
second user control for selecting one or more of said displayed chain sender 
addresses. 

7. The method as set forth in Claim 6 further comprising the steps of: 

providing a third user control for adding said selected chain sender 
addresses to an electronic mail address book; and 

automatically adding said selected chain sender addresses to an 
electronic mail address book responsive to operation of said third user control. 

8. The mett od as set forth in Claim 6 further comprising the steps of: 

p 'oviding a third user control for adding said selected chain sender 
addresses to an i lectronic mail address book as a new group of entries; and 

\ 
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automatically adding said group of selected chain sender addresses to 
an electronic mail address book responsive to operation of said third user control. 

9. The method as set forth in Claim 6 further comprising the steps of: 

providimg a third user control for automatically addressing a new 
5 electronic mail message to said selected chain sender addresses; and 

autonJatically addressing a new electronic mail message to said 
selected chain sender addresses responsive to operation of said third user control. 

10. A method for managing sender address information in a chain forwarded 
electronic mail menage in an electronic messaging system, said sender address 

1 0 information having a plurality of previous sender addresses, said electronic mail 
message having a (header section and a body section, said header section containing 
fields indicating me sender address of a most recent sender of an electronic mail 
message, said bony section containing a forwarded message and fields indicating 
chain sender adaresses of senders prior to said most recent sender of an electronic 

1 5 mail message, said electronic messaging system having a user display and a user 

interface for receiving conmiands and input from a user, said method comprising the 
steps of: 

searching said body section of said electronic mail message for said chain 
sender addresses of senders prior to said most recent sender; and 
20 addind a chain sender field to an electronic mail message header section when 

forwarding th<! chain forwarded electronic mail message to another recipient, said 
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chain sender field containing any chain sender addresses found during the step of 
searching the body section land the address of the most recent sender. 

1 1 . The method as set forth in Claim 1 0 wherein said step of searching the body 
section further comprises/searching a Simple Mail Transfer Protocol message. 

1 2. The method as sat forth in Claim 1 0 wherein said step of adding a chain 
sender field further conAjrises adding a Sender-chain field to a Simple Mail Transfer 



Protocol message. 
13, A computer-rej 



ible media containing computer program code for managing 



sender address information in a chain forwarded electronic mail message in an 
\ 10 electronic messaging system, said sender address information having a plurality of 

previous sender addresses, said electronic mail message having a header section and a 
body section, said header section containing fields indicating the sender address of a 
most recent sender of an electronic mail message, said body section containing a 
forwarded message and fields indicating chain sender addresses of senders prior to 
1 5 said most recent sender of an electronic mail message, said electronic messaging 
system having a u ;er display and a user interface for receiving commands and input 
from a user, and s^id electronic message system having a processor for executing 
computer progranli code such that when said computer program code executed by said 



searching 



processor, said el( ctronic message system performs the steps of 



jiaid body section of said electronic mail message for said chain 



sender addresses c f senders prior to said most recent sender; and 
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providing a first user control on said electronic messaging system user 
interface for displaying one or more of said chain sender addresses; and 

displaying one or more chain sender addresses on said user display responsive 
to operation of said first us^ control by a user such that a user may view one or more 
chain sender addresses. 

14. The computer-readable media as set forth in Claim 13 wherein said computer 
program code for perfomiing the step of searching the body section of an electronic 
mail message further comprises computer program code for searching a Simple Mail 
Transfer Protocol message. 

15. The computer-readable media as set forth in Claim 13 wherein said computer 
program code for performing the step of searching the body section of an electronic 
mail message further comprises computer program code for searching an inline 
quoted forwarded message contained within said body section. 

16. The computer-readable media as set forth in Claim 13 wherein said computer 
program code for performing the step of searching the body section of an electronic 
mail message furtner comprises computer program code for searching an attached 
forwarded electronic mail message. 

17. The comnliter-readable media as set forth in Claim 1 3 wherein said program 
code for performing the step of searching the body section of an electronic mail 



message further 



I comprises computer program code for searching the header section of 



an electronic mail message for a Sender-Chain field containing addresses 



corresponding to 



chain senders. 
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18. The computer-readable media as set forth in Claim 13 further comprising 
computer program code for performing a step of providing a second user control for 
selecting one or more of said displayed chain sender addresses. 

19. The computer-reaaable media as set forth in Claim 1 8 further comprising 
5 computer program code for performing a steps of: 

providing a third user control for adding said selected chain sender addresses 
to an electronic mail ad Iress book; and 

automatically ac iding said selected chain sender addresses to an electronic mail 
address book responsi\ e to operation of said third user control. 
1 0 20. The computer-] eadable media as set forth in Claim 1 8 further comprising 
computer program coae for performing the steps of: 

providing a tmrd user control for adding said selected chain sender addresses 
to an electronic mail /address book as a new group of entries; and 

automatically adding said group of selected chain sender addresses to an 



20 



1 5 electronic mail add: 



2 1 . The compu er-readable media as set forth in Claim 1 8 further comprising 



computer program 
providing 



ess book responsive to operation of said third user control. 



code for performing the steps of: 

third user control for automatically addressing a new electronic 
mail message to sid selected chain sender addresses; and 

automatically addressing a new electronic mail message to said selected chain 
sender addresses responsive to operation of said third user control. 
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22. A computer-readabl^nedia containing computer program code for managing 



sender address information 



tn a chain forwarded electronic mail message in an 
electronic messaging system, said sender address information having a plurality of 
previous sender addresses, said electronic mail message having a header section and a 
body section, said header section containing fields indicating the sender address of a 
most recent sender of an electronic mail message, said body section containing a 
forwarded message and fields indicating chain sender addresses of senders prior to 
said most recent sender mf an electronic mail message, said electronic messaging 
system having a user display and a user interface for receiving commands and input 
from a user, and said electronic message system having a processor for executing 
computer program code such that when said computer program code executed by said 
processor, said electronic message system performs the steps of: 

searching said/body section of said electronic mail message for said chain 
sender addresses of senders prior to said most recent sender; and 

adding a chain sender field to an electronic mail message header section when 
forwarding the chain forwarded electronic mail message to another recipient, said 
chain sender field containing any chain sender addresses found during the step of 
searching the body section and the address of the most recent sender. 
23. The compuier-readable media as set forth in Claim 22 wherein said computer 
program code for f erfonning the step of searching the body section comprises 
computer program code for searching a Simple Mail Transfer Protocol message. 



\ 
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24. The computer-readable m^dia as set forth in Claim 22 wherein said computer 
program code for performing the/step of adding a chain sender field further comprises 
computer program code for adding a Sender-Chain field to a Simple Mail Transfer 
Protocol message. 

5 25. A chain sender address 4nanaging apparatus for managing sender address 
information of a chain forwaraed electronic mail message in an electronic mail 
messaging system, said sender address information having a plurality of previous 
sender addresses, said electropiic mail message having a header section and a body 
section, said header section qontaining fields indicating the sender address of a most 
1 0 recent sender of an electronic mail message, said body section containing a forwarded 
message and fields indicating chain sender addresses of senders prior to said most 
recent sender of an electronic mail message, said electronic messaging system having 
a user display and a user interface for receiving commands and input from a user, said 
apparatus comprising: 
1 5 a message search[er for searching said body section of a chain forwarded 

electronic mail message/ for chain sender addresses; and 

a first user contfol for displaying one or more chain sender addresses on said 
user display such that 4 user may view sender addresses of chain senders of a chain 
forwarded message. 

20 26. The apparatus ks set forth in Claim 25 further comprising a second user 
control for selecting o: le or more of said displayed chain sender addresses. 
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27. The apparatus as set forth in Claim 26 further comprising a third user control 
for adding said selected cnain sender addresses to a electronic mail address book. 

28. The apparatus as pet forth in Claim 26 further comprising a third user control 
for adding said selected ihain sender addresses to a electronic mail address book as a 



group of addresses, 
29. The apparatus as 
for automatically addre; 
sender addresses. 



30. The apparatus i s 
a Simple Mail Transfe ' 



set forth in Claim 26 further comprising a third user control 
sing a new electronic mail message to said selected chain 



set forth in Claim 25 further wherein said searcher comprises 
Protocol message searcher. 



3 1 . The apparatus as set forth in Claim 26 further comprising a Chain-Sender field 



creator which creates 
forwarding of a chain 

\ 



\ Chain-Sender field in a header section of a new message upon 
forwarded message to another recipient. 
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